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Initiating Joint Chinese-U.S. Activities on 
Biological Safety and Global Health Security 
Performer: National Academy of Sciences (NAS) 
Principal Investigator: Benjamin J. Rusek 
Cost: $125,000 
Fiscal Year(s): 2014-2015 
Objective: 
China is critically important to international health and biological 
security efforts, yet awareness and implementation of biosafety and 
biosecurity practices are inconsistent among life science researchers 
and others working with pathogens and dual-use biotechnology in 
China. In late 2012, the Committee on International Security and 
Arms Control (CISAC) began development of a bilingual Chinese-
English biotechnology and biosecurity glossary.  This reference 
guide sought to map common conceptual understandings of 
biosecurity and the impact of biotechnology on biosafety and 
biosecurity, and to exchange information on U.S. and Chinese safety 
and security regulations for high-containment laboratories. 
The project will also lay the groundwork for China’s greater 
inclusion in bilateral and international efforts, and support future 
engagement efforts by the United States.  
Approach: 
CISAC will work further on the bilingual glossary by organizing a 
meeting that brings together Chinese and American biological 
scientists to make progress on the program.  The product for this 
project will be a final report that evaluates progress and highlights 
opportunities to shift activities to the government-to-government 
arena. 
